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Division Commander Gary Carlyle spoke at the
October meeting. He is pictured here with Camp
Commander Blackston. His talk was filled with
interesting facts of history and at the same time
was entertaining.

VETERANS DAY PARADE

Saturday - November 3rd-lO:OO a. m.
Downtown Jasper

Those participating should be at the Walker
High School parking lot at 8:00 a. m..

NOVEMBER MEETING

Sunday - November 18
2:30 P. M.

First Methodist Church
Jasper

PLEASE TAKE SPECIAL NOTE OF
THE LINCOLN ARTICLE
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The 'first Campaign
West Virginia was the setting for the first campaign

of America's Civil War. Although the region was still part
of Virginia in 1861, many citizens of the west remained
loyal to the Union and in late May, Union Gen. George
B. McClellan (soon to become the North's first battlefield
hero) ordered troops to cross the Ohio River and secure
"western" Virginia for the Union.

Following the First Battle of Bull Run, federal troops
occupied "western" Virginia as loyal delegates met in
Wheeling to form the "Restored Government of Virginia"

Battlegroundl
From the outset of the war, both the Union and

Confederate governments endeavored to hold western
Virginia not only for its valuable salt resources,
productive farms and strategic section of the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad, but also for its psychological
advantages. For the Union, it represented a serious imoad
in the most prestigious state of the Confederacy, and
for the Confederacy, its retention would demonstrate
strength and help preserve the SQuth's morale.

John Brown's Raid
On October 16,1859, Brown's 2I-man "Provisional

Army of the United States" seized the United States
Armory and Arsenal with the aim of arming a slave
uprising. Instead, the raid drew militia companies
and federal troops from Maryland, Virginia and the
District of Columb~a.

On the morning of Oct. 18, a storming party of 12
Marines, under the command of Lt. Col. Robert E. Lee
of the Second United States Cavalry (with his aide,
Lt. lEB. Stuart, of the First United States Cavalry),
broke down the door of the Armory's engine house,
and 36 hours after the raid began, with most of his men
killed or wounded, Brown was captured. Brown's death
sentence served to focus all the North's political and
social forces on the moral issue of slavery, and his name
became the slogan under which, as a battle hymn, the
Northern troops invaded and overran the South.

fEWSTATES PLAYED AS CRITICAL

a role in the early part of the Civil War as
West Virginia. In fact, its very existence
was a result of the political battle in the
Virginia Legislature over secession, and

the most incendiary event connected with the
slavery issue took place on what is now
West Virginia soil-the seizure of the federal
arsenal at Harpers Ferry in 1859 by the fiery
abolitionist, John Brown.
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ture stories, battle maps, ~i­

ographies, an image gall~ry,
a "Civil War by the Numbers"
section and even a Morse:'to­
Twitter translator round out

the features. The app ($5.99)
is available from the iTunes

store and includes four years
of content and archival acceSs.
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The History Channel presents
the Civil War as it unfolded

with the iPad app The Civil

War Today [www.history.coml
interactives!civil-war-today] ,
an interactive broadsheet

that transports readers to the
home front each morning.
Content includes "This Day
in Civil War History," the
journals section "A Day in the
Life," a daily "In the Head­
lines" collection of scanned

period newspapers, plus.daily
updated photos, quotes, quiz­
zes and casualty figures. Fea-

iPad App Relates
'Real Time' Civil War




